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</DIV>\
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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">For six weeks afterwards, until his execution on<BR>the 2d of December, John Brown remained a con- <BR>spicuous figure. He won universal admiration for<BR>courage, coolness, and deliberation, and for his<BR>skill in parrying all attempts to incriminate others.<BR>Probably less than a hundred people knew before- <BR>hand anything about the enterprise, and less than a<BR>dozen of these rendered aid and encouragement.<BR>It was emphatically a personal exploit. On the<BR>part of both leader and followers, no occasion was<BR>omitted to drive home the lesson that men were<BR>willing to imperil their lives for the oppressed with<BR>no hope or desire for personal gain. Brown es- <BR>pecially served notice upon the South that the day<BR>of final reckoning was at hand.</FONT><BR>\
</DIV>\
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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">It is natural that the consequences of an event so<BR>spectacular as the capture of Harper's Ferry should<BR>be greatly exaggerated. Brown's contribution to<BR>Kansas history has been distorted beyond all<BR>recognition. The Harper's Ferry affair, however,<BR>because it came on the eve of the final election<BR>before the war, undoubtedly had considerable in- <BR>fluence. It sharpened the issue. It played into</FONT><BR>\
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<TR class=row ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\">\
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<SPAN class=font1 style=\" line-height:15.0pt;\">shooting unarmed citizens, and this conduct was<BR>undoubtedly influential in securing generous treat- <BR>ment for him and his men after the surrender.</SPAN><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font1 style=\" line-height:15.0pt;\">For six weeks afterwards, until his execution on<BR>the 2d of December, John Brown remained a con- <BR>spicuous figure. He won universal admiration for<BR>courage, coolness, and deliberation, and for his<BR>skill in parrying all attempts to incriminate others.<BR>Probably less than a hundred people knew before- <BR>hand anything about the enterprise, and less than a<BR>dozen of these rendered aid and encouragement.<BR>It was emphatically a personal exploit. On the<BR>part of both leader and followers, no occasion was<BR>omitted to drive home the lesson that men were<BR>willing to imperil their lives for the oppressed with<BR>no hope or desire for personal gain. Brown es- <BR>pecially served notice upon the South that the day<BR>of final reckoning was at hand.</SPAN><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font1 style=\" line-height:15.0pt;\">It is natural that the consequences of an event so<BR>spectacular as the capture of Harper's Ferry should<BR>be greatly exaggerated. Brown's contribution to<BR>Kansas history has been distorted beyond all<BR>recognition. The Harper's Ferry affair, however,<BR>because it came on the eve of the final election<BR>before the war, undoubtedly had considerable in- <BR>fluence. It sharpened the issue. It played into</SPAN><BR>\
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